VICE-CHANCELLOR'S STATEMENT TO SENATE – 18 NOVEMBER 2009
The Vice-Chancellor reported:

1.
National Developments

Lord Browne had been appointed by the Government to chair an independent review of University tuition fees.  The review would publish its findings after the 2010 general election.

2.
Finance

Council had signed off the 2008/09 year-end accounts, and the Vice-Chancellor was pleased to report a surplus in excess of target.

The University Savings and Efficiency Campaign was progressing well, with thanks expressed to all staff for their contributions to the campaign to date.

3.
University Strategic Plan

Development of the University Strategic Plan was ongoing, with extensive input received from across the University.

4.
Student numbers

Student applications for 2010 were progressing well, with undergraduate applications up on this time last year and performing favourably in comparison to competitor institutions.
HEFCE had confirmed that it had approved requested funding for student numbers for years 4 and 5 of the Veterinary Medicine programme from 2010/11.

5.
Student issues

Four undergraduate students had become the first to achieve the Nottingham Advantage Award, which was launched in 2008 to recognise formally student achievement and provide additional opportunities to develop key skills.
The Students’ Union was to be commended for its fundraising activity, which continued to raise significant funds for charitable purposes.

The results of the 2009 National Student Survey, released this summer, revealed an 87 per cent satisfaction score among students at the University, our highest ever score.  The results indicated that students recognised that the University had responded to their feedback and was actively addressing their concerns.

A team under the direction of the Registrar had been overseeing contingencies to address any swine flu issues which may arise.

6.
Research

2008/09 year-end research grants and awards were £140million, which was a new record, with year-to-date research awards at £54.1m, almost £15.5m above this point last year.
The University was in discussion with Schools in regard to formulating a response to the final national consultation on the Research Excellence Framework.

7.
Infrastructure and Environment

The Nottingham Geospatial Building had been opened on the Jubilee Campus, sited on the Innovation Park, opposite the Amenities Building.

For the seventh year in succession, the University Park campus had won a Green Flag award for the quality of the park environment.

8.
Community

The Nottingham University Samworth Academy (NUSA) had welcomed its first students in September.

9.
International student numbers
Student numbers at Malaysia and Ningbo were now comparable to international student numbers on the UK campuses.

10.
League Tables

The University was 14th in the latest Sunday Times league table, 93rd in the THE Global Tables, and 84th in the Shanghai Jiao Tong Table.

11.
Heritage Assets Register
Information Services had audited the University’s heritage assets and was investigating how to improve researcher and public access to those resources.

12.
Development and Alumni

Fundraising work was ongoing, both nationally and internationally, with a very encouraging response noted from engagements with alumni.
13.
Congratulations and visitors

Among the Visitors to the University: 


12 June 
Lee Cottingham, Chief Executive (alumnus) and Bill Rumble, Commercial Director, Mark Group

30 June 
Stefano Pessina, Executive Chairman and Ornella Barra, Wholesale & Commercial Affairs Director, Alliance Boots Plc

30 June
Dr Peter Bonfield, CEO, Building Research Institute


15 July
Sir Harry and Lady Carol Djanogly and Jonathan Djanogly MP


17 July 
Professor Sir Alan Langlands, Chief Executive, HEFCE

23 July 
Professor Alan Thorpe, Chief Executive, Natural Environment Research Council (NERC)


28 July
Professor Ian Diamond, Chief Executive, Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)


20 Aug
Mr Farid Suleman, Chief Executive, Citadel Broadcasting (alumnus)


26 Aug
Professor Pei, President of Tongji University


28 Aug
Andy Halford, Chief Financial Officer of Vodafone (alumnus)

7-9 Sept 
Professor Zihe Rao, President, Professor Jiadong Tong, Vice-President, Nankai University


10 Sept
Daniel Ebinesan, Director, Financial Services, Boustead Holdings, Malaysia


15 Sept
Lord Christopher Haskins


18 Sept
Mr Jock Whittlesey, Environment Counsellor, U.S. Embassy London


18 Sept
Professor Dr Hossam Kamel, President of Cairo University


18 Sept
Ambassador Jan Nordlander, Swedish Presidency of the European Union, Thomas Hammarberg, Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe and Mary Robinson, President of Realising Rights, 


21-22 Sep 
Mr Anand Sudarshan, CEO, Manipal Education & U21G Joint Venture Partner 

24 Sept 
John Hayes MP, Shadow Minister, Lifelong Learning, Further and Higher Education (alumnus)


29-30 Sep 
Dr Chris Kirk, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, University of Lincoln, New  Zealand


30 Sept
Mr Xi Lu, Minister Chancellor (Consulate), Mr Xiaogan Tian, Minister Chancellor (Education), Mr Shaohua Zhang First Secretary (Education) Chinese Embassy


1 Oct
Professor Douglas Kell, Chief Executive Officer and Steve Visscher, Deputy Chief-Executive of BBSRC


2 Oct 
Professor Adrian Smith, Director General of Science and Research, Business Innovation and Skills 


12-14 Oct 
Prof. YANG Yuliang, President, Prof. CHEN Yinzhang, Pro-Vice-President, International, and party from Fudan University


22 Oct 
Mr Rod Carr, Vice-Chancellor, Jeff Field, Registrar, Shelagh Murray, Head of Alumni & Development of the University of Canterbury, New Zealand


29 Oct
Dr Paul Golby, Chief Executive, E.ON UK


29 Oct
Douglas Alexander MP, Secretary of State for International Development

2 Nov
Ewart Wooldridge, Chief Executive, Leadership Foundation


3 Nov
Mr Andrew Witty, Chief Executive, GlaxoSmithKline (alumnus)


4 Nov
HE Mr Ron Prosor, Ambassador of the State of Israel


5 Nov
Cllr Jeannie Packer, Lord Mayor of Nottingham City Council


11 Nov
Mr Shaohua Zhang, First Secretary in Education Section, Chinese Embassy


11 Nov
Peter Henderson, Group Infrastructure Director and party from Network Rail 


12 Nov
Andy Hornby, Group Chief Executive, Alliance Boots


12 Nov
Professor Terence Kealey, Vice-Chancellor, University of Buckingham


16 Nov
Martin Williams, Director of HE Strategy & Implementations and Gordon McKenzie, Director of Office of Graduate Opportunities from the Department for Business Innovation and Skills


18 Nov
Professor John Beddington, Chief Scientific Adviser


Congratulations:

· Professor John Ashworth (School of American & Canadian Studies): was awarded the James Rawley Prize by the Southern Historical Association.

· Dr Jillian Baker (School of Biomedical Science): was awarded the Novartis Prize from the British Pharmacological Society.
· Professor Malcolm Bennett (School of Biosciences): was awarded a BBSRC Fellowship.
· Dr Christopher Conselice (School of Physics and Astronomy): was awarded a Philip Leverhulme Prize.

· Dr Tim Foster (School of Biosciences): was awarded iChemE Food and Drink award for Innovation and Excellence.
· Dr Stephen Legg (School of Geography): was awarded a Philip Leverhulme Prize.

· Professor Maroto-Valer Mercedes (School of Chemical & Environmental Engineering): was awarded a Philip Leverhulme Prize.

· Professor W. J. Morgan (School of Education): was appointed as honorary Distinguished Professor at the International Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, Jawarhalal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
· Dr Herve Morvan (Faculty of Engineering): was awarded the 16th Harold Jan Schoemaker award for his contribution (co-authored) to The concept of roughness in fluvial hydraulics and its formulation in 1D, 2D and 3D numerical simulation models.
· Dr Markus Owen (School of Mathematical Sciences): was awarded a Whitehead Prize by the London Mathematical Society.  This is the premier national prize in mathematics for UK-based researchers under 40.
· Dr Gethin Roberts (IESSG, Faculty of Engineering): appointed as Vice President of ICES.

· Dr Noah Russell, (Faculty of Engineering): awarded an EPSRC Challenging Engineering Award.

· Nottingham alumnus Sir John Sawers who has been appointed the New Chief of MI6.

· Professor Katherine Smart (School of Biosciences): appointed to a Fellow of the Royal Society for the Encouragement of the Arts, Manufacturers and Commerce.

· Professor Saul Tendler (Pro-Vice-Chancellor) was appointed to the Scientific Advisory Board of a US based, South Korean spin-out company called Nanogea.  

· Dr David Walsh and team (School of Clinical Sciences): was awarded the Centre of Excellence for Mechanisms of Pain in Arthritis by the Arthritis Research Campaign.

· Dr Shudong Wang (School of Pharmacy): awarded a visiting professorship at Shanghai Institute of Materia Medica, Chinese Academy of Science. 

· Professor Nick Warrior (The Faculty of Engineering): was awarded the RAEng's Silver Medal for 2009.
· Professor Hywel Williams, Director of the Centre for Evidence Based Dermatology (School of Clinical Sciences): has been appointed as the new chair of the National Institute of Health Research Health Technology Assessment (HIHR HTA) Programme Commissioning Board.

· Ms Debra Henson (Centre for Career Development) was awarded the AGCAS (Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Services) Excellence in Employability Award.

· Mr Hamid Mughal (Executive Vice President, Manufacturing Engineering, Rolls-Royce plc and member of Council and a Pro-Chancellor): was elected as a fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering.
· Dr Janet Foulkes (Faculty of Engineering): has broken another world record for ballooning, she set the female world record for duration with over 60 hours flying.
· Special Professor Edward Evans was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for services to environmental science.

· The Estates Grounds team were awarded the Green Flag Award 2009/10 for the seventh year for University Park.
· The IS Learning Team was awarded the Learning Technologist of the Year Award from the Association of Learning Technology.   The award was specifically for the work carried out on the Xerte e-learning tool developed at Nottingham.  
· The China Policy Institute (School of Contemporary Chinese Studies) won their bid for the Chevening programme for the All-China Youth Federation next Summer.

· The Faculty of Engineering was accredited for their BEng and MEng Manufacturing Engineering and Management programmes and BEng and MEng Product Design and Manufacture programmes by The Institute of Engineering and Technology.  
· James Peacock, Meera Taank and Jonathan Allott, students from the Faculty of Engineering, Department of M3: won awards in the 2009 Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufacture and Commerce (RSA) Designs Directions competition, in field of 1,500 from more than 100 UK universities. 

· The University of Nottingham was awarded the Athena Swan Bronze Award and the Schools of Pharmacy and Biosciences were awarded the Athena SWAN Silver Awards.  Athena SWAN awards recognise and celebrate good practice on recruiting, retaining and promoting women working in science, engineering and technology (SET) in higher education and research.
· Nottingham University Business School has been ranked 1st (again) in the UK, 23rd in the global rankings for the "Beyond Grey Pinstripes Ranking" produced by the Aspen Institute and 98th in the Economist Global Top 100 MBA ranking.

· Sir Colin Campbell Building won the East Midlands Property Design Excellence award. 
· Nottingham Geospatial Building has received BREAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method) Excellent rating, our first building to have achieved this accolade.
· The CSET Building was awarded “The International Architecture Award for 2009” by the Chicago Athenaeum/Europe- Museum of Architecture and Design.  The International Architectural Awards are the highest and most prestigious distinguished building awards that honour new and cutting-edge design.

· The spin-out company Promethean Particles, won the Lord Stafford Innovation Award for taking complex technology and transforming it into commercial enterprise.
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