VICE-CHANCELLOR'S STATEMENT TO SENATE – 3 MARCH 2010
The Vice-Chancellor reported:

1.
National Developments
It was noted that reductions in funding had been announced by the Government, with future reductions to be anticipated (Minute 10.05 refers).

The independent review of the fees structure in English Universities, led by Lord Browne of Madingley, would report after the General Election.

Schools and Professional Services had responded well to the University Savings and Efficiency Initiative.

2.
Teaching & Learning and Student Experience
Eligible students were able to complete the 2010 National Student Survey online between 11 January and the end of April 2010.  Members were asked to encourage maximum student participation in the survey.
The Vice-Chancellor was grateful for the contribution of Schools and Professional Services to the successful outcome of the QAA Institutional Audit (Minute 10.09.2 refers).

Our students were to be congratulated for their outstanding performance in the British Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS) league tables this year.

Dan Tilley would join the University in April 2010 as the University’s new Director of Sport, succeeding Vaughan Williams who led the Department of Physical Recreation and Sport with distinction until his death in June 2009.

3.
Admissions Update

Applications for 2010 entry were up on the same period last year, with a significant increase noted in postgraduate applications.

4.
Research and Knowledge Transfer
Figures for the week ending 12 February 2010 show Research Grants and Awards of £75.9m, compared with £66.6m for the same period in 2008/09.

5.
Infrastructure and Environment
The new Highfields Sports Pavilion would be named in memory of Vaughan Williams.

6.
Finance Committee

Finance Committee had approved three large CIF-funded infrastructure projects: the Engineering and Science Learning Centre (University Park); the Energy Technologies Building (Jubilee Campus); the BioEnergy Building (Sutton Bonington).
7.
Human Resources

The academic promotions procedures were at an advanced stage, with a good number of high quality submissions received.

8.
International

Applications for 2010 entry to Malaysia Campus and Ningbo, China were in a healthy position.

Professor Nick Miles would succeed Professor Roger Woods as Provost and CEO at Ningbo, China in April 2010.
9.
Development and Alumni Relations
Staff were thanked for the very enthusiastic response to the invitation to act as University ambassadors.

10.
Community Relations
The next Community Open Day would be held on 24 April 2010.  Schools and Professional Services were thanked for their contributions to the event.

11.
Congratulations and visitors

Among the Visitors to the University: 


20 Nov
The Rt. Hon. Alistair Darling MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer


24 Nov
Professor Zhou Wenbin, President and delegation from Nanchang University, China


26 Nov
Dr Armed Almofreh, Member of the Saudi Royal Consultative Committee


26 Nov
Alison Allden, Chief Executive, Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA)


26 Nov
Lord Davies of Abersoch, Minister of State for Trade, Investment and Small Business


26 Nov
Alex Gourley, Chief Executive of the Health and Beauty Division and Robert Gilbert, Director of Global Product Development, Alliance Boots


27 Nov 
Nicola Dandridge, Chief Executive, Universities UK


30 Nov
Stefano Pessina, Executive Chairman, Alliance Boots



30 Nov
Sir Leszek Borysiewicz, Chief Executive, Medical Research Council


7 Dec
Sir Drummond Bone, Former Vice-Chancellor, University of Liverpool

14 Dec
Alex Gourlay, Chief Executive, Health & Beauty Division, Alliance Boots

14 Dec 
Professor David Delpy, Chief Executive Officer, ESPRC

5 Jan 
Dr John Kirkland, Deputy Secretary General, Association of Commonwealth Universities

13 Jan
Professor John Heath, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Estates and Infrastructure, University of Birmingham


20 Jan
Graham Spittle, Chair of Technology Strategy Board (TSB)


25 Jan
Andy Halford, Chief Financial Officer, Vodafone

27 Jan
Professor Alan Winters, Chief Economist, Department for International Development

8-10 Feb
Prof Olufemi Balogun, Vice Chancellor and delegation from University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, Nigeria

11 Feb
Lord Mandelson, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 

11 Feb
Sir Alan Langlands, Chief Executive, HEFCE 

15 Feb
David Stonner (NSF) Head, National Science Foundation Europe Office  

23 Feb 
Professor David Eastwood, Vice-Chancellor, Birmingham University and Professor Shirley Pearce, Vice-Chancellor, Loughborough University

24 Feb
Professor Peter Doherty, Chairman of the Immunology Department, St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee

Congratulations 

· Karnival – students raised more than £1.2m for charity in 2009 smashing all previous student fundraising records and breaking the £1m target for the first time.

· Sir Peter Mansfield was awarded the Medical Research Council’s Millennium Medal.

· Professor John R King (School of Mathematical Sciences) was awarded the 2010 Julian Cole Lectureship by the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) in recognition of his influential contributions to the formulation and analysis of mathematical models of biological tissue growth.
· Mr Hamid Mughal (Executive Vice-President, Manufacturing Engineering, Rolls-Royce plc, member of Council and a Pro-Chancellor) was awarded the Sir Eric Mensforth International Gold Medal in Manufacturing at the IET Ambition and Achievement Awards.
· Alumna Sally Walters was named as the Young Woman Engineer of the Year by the Institution of Engineering and Technology.

· Dr Steve Briddon (School of Biomedical Sciences) was awarded the British Pharmacological Society Bill Bowman Travelling Lectureship for 2009
· Professor Ian Hall (Dean of the Medical Faculty) was appointed to the MRC Clinical Training and Career Development Panel for an initial period of two years from April 2010

· Professor Nick Miles (Department of Chemical and Environmental Engineering) was appointed as the new Provost and CEO of The University of Nottingham Ningbo, China (UNCC) starts April 2010.
· Professor John Morgan (School of Education) was elected as Chairman of the Board of the United Kingdom National Commission for UNESCO for a three year term from 1st February, 2010.  Professor Morgan has also been invited to be one of two Special Advisors to the Hong Kong section of the China National Commission for UNESCO.

· Professor Mike Wright (NUBS) was awarded the Mentor Award, the Best Editorial Board Reviewer and was also invited to become the only non-US-based ‘21st Century Entrepreneurial Fellow’ by The Academy of Management’s Entrepreneurship Division for his exceptional contributions to the study of entrepreneurship.

· Professor Noor Kalsheker (NU Medical School) has been appointed as a new member of the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE).

· The University jointly with Loughborough University and Keele University have been awarded funding of approx £6 million for the Innovative Manufacturing Research Centres (IMRC) by the EPSRC. 

· The University’s New Theatre, a unique student run theatre, celebrated 40 years of outstanding drama.

· The Department of the Built Environment’s Creative Energy Homes project was recognised at the Engineer Technology and Innovation Awards 2009. 
· Monica Healthcare was awarded the "New Exporter" Award at the East Midlands International Business Awards.
· Promethean Particles was awarded a Business Innovation Award at the UK NanoForum and Emerging Technologies Conference 2009.
· The University was awarded the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust ‘Living for Tomorrow’ award for its Environmental Champions Network.
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