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1. Next Vice-Chancellor

The Vice-Chancellor was delighted by the news that Professor David Greenaway will succeed him as the University’s next Vice-Chancellor.  He felt it was an excellent appointment and wishes David every success.
2. New Year’s Honours 2008
Senate will be pleased to hear that two of our colleagues had been recognised in the New Year’s Honours.  Professor Martyn Poliakoff, of the School of Chemistry, was awarded a CBE for services to Science.  Dr Christine Humfrey, the former director of the International Office, was awarded an MBE for Higher Education, Science and Regional Development.
3. Professor Terence Stephenson 

Senate will be pleased to hear that Professor Terence Stephenson, Professor of Child Health and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, has been elected as the next President of the Royal College of Paediatrics, and Child Health.
4. Rankings

The Shanghai Jiao Tong University's 'Academic Ranking By Broad Subject' rankings have placed our research in Clinical Medicine and Pharmacy 29th best in the world, and one of only 5 British institutions in the World Top 30.

 

It also placed us in the world's Top 50 for Agricultural and Life Sciences, and the world's Top 100 universities in the Social Sciences.  Arts and humanities subjects are not included in the SJTU rankings.

In the latest FT Global MBA Top 100 Ranking, the Business School has been ranked 76.  This is up from 93 in 2007 and 100 in 2006. This is a remarkable achievement in increasingly competitive environment.

5. Citations

According to the Essential Science Indicators, we have moved into the top 1% of institutions in terms of total citations in the field of mathematics. This is excellent news and a credit to the hard work of staff in the School.
6. UK Centre for Tobacco Control Studies

In December, the University was awarded a £5million grant by UKCRC Public Health Research to open a UK Centre for Tobacco Control Studies.  This Centre will be led by Professor John Britton of the School of Community Health Science and his team.

7. International student numbers
We have registered our single biggest ever intake of new international students (defined by fees status): 2949.  This is an increase of 171, or 6.1%, on last year.  Our total international student population now stands at 5363 - up 755 on last year. 

8. Aspire 
The Aspire sculpture had been granted planning permission.  The steel sculpture, which is funded by an anonymous donor, will be over 60m high, and will stand on the extension to the Jubilee Campus.  It is due to be in situ in June.
9. NSS

The annual National Student Satisfaction Survey is underway currently, seeking the views of current final year students on their HE experience.

10. Nottingham University Samworth Academy
David Harris has been appointed as Principal to lead the Nottingham University Samworth Academy in Bilborough. 

Overseas travel

China
The Vice-Chancellor visited Beijing and Shanghai from 17-19 January as part of the Prime Minister’s UK-China Business Delegation.  Whilst in Shanghai, he also met with the President of Zhejiang University and some of his colleagues.

In addition, the Vice-Chancellor is currently visiting China.  He visited Beijing from 29 February-1 March for meetings with the President of Beijing Foreign Studies University and colleagues.  The Vice-Chancellor then travelled to Ningbo for an Executive Board Meeting at our China Campus and to meet Christel DeHaan during her visit there.  The Vice-Chancellor is due back in the UK tomorrow.

Singapore
The Vice-Chancellor visited Singapore from 20-23 January to attend a U21G Board Meeting and the University of Nottingham MBA Graduation Ceremony.

Malaysia

The Vice-Chancellor visited KL from 23-26 January to attend a UNiM Board Meeting and Graduation at our Malaysia Campus.

India
The Vice-Chancellor visited Ahmedabad from 7-8 February to attend meetings at the Indian Institute of Advanced Research.

He then visited New Delhi from 9-16 February for meetings with Professor Deepak Pental, Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University; Mr Rod Pryde, Director of the British Council; Sir Richard Stagg, British High Commissioner; Dr Mukesh Aghi, CEO of U21G.

Visitors 
Among the distinguished visitors to the University since the last meeting are:

•
Professor Fujia Yang and Professor Xiuling Peng, from 9 – 29 December 2007
•
Dr Randal Richards, CEO, RCUK, on 18 December 2007
•
Professor Dave Delpy, EPSRC, on 10 January 2008
•
Mr Torben Jensen, Managing Director, Mr Eggert Voscherau, Vice-Chairman, Dr Walter Seufert, President Europe, and Dr Bernhard Hofmann, Head, Construction Chemicals Division, BASF Group, on 30 January 2008
· Mr Daniel Ebinesan, Director, Financial Services, Boustead Holdings, on 6 February 2008
· Dr Ali Alydarouse, Director of Scholarships, King Abdul Asis University, Saudi Arabia, on 12 February 2008
· Professor Mai Trong Nuhan, President, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, on 19 February 2008
Congratulations

Congratulations to:

· Professor Rachel Elliott, of the School of Pharmacy, who has been invited to become a co-opted member of the Health Services Research Network Executive Board.

· Professor Liz Sockett, of the School of Biology, and colleagues, together with Professor Shin-Ichi Aizawa at the Prefectural University of Hiroshima, Japan, who have jointly been awarded a Daiwa Adrian Prize for Anglo-Japanese Science in honour of their bacterial research.

· Professor Janette Dillon, of the School of English Studies, who has been awarded a Major Research Fellowship by The Leverhulme Trust.

· We received an Honorary award at the 2007 Cathay Pacific Business Awards for our China campus.
· The University’s Active Communities team who were named ‘Volunteering Team of the Year’ at the Higher Education Volunteering Awards (HEVA) event.  This is the third consecutive year where they have been recognised for a national award.

· Our Playcentre whose standards of nursery education were described by Ofsted after its inspection as ‘outstanding’
Sir Colin Campbell
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