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· Christine Bexton

Title

 ‘Quality’ and the PhD: The formation of successful doctoral candidates at a research-intensive university

Abstract

The aim of my research project is to investigate what constitutes ‘good quality’ in doctoral education.  Using a case study of a research-intensive university, I will explore the features of a good quality thesis and the attributes of the successful candidate.  I will investigate these features from the perspective of examiners and candidates in different discipline areas. 

I will sketch two different conceptualisations of good quality in doctoral education, first, from an analysis of policy documents, and, secondly from the writings of academic scholars.  I am then in a position to consider how these conceptualisations overlap, and where they diverge.  I will, then, start  this paper by setting out the current context, covering developments in doctoral education in recent decades.  Following this, the literature review covers current research on the pegagogy of supervision, and the teaching of scholarly writing skills.  I will also touch on additional factors influencing doctoral quality, in particular, the examination process and the influence of the Research Councils.

My research methodology will include textual analysis of examiners’ reports and analysis of interviews with internal examiners and doctoral candidates who have successfully defended their thesis in a viva voce examination.  The number of interview participants will be 24 in total, 6 candidates from Arts, 6 candidates from Science, and their corresponding examiners.

· Julie Dixon

Title

‘The Construction of Mental Health Nurses’ Subjectivity in contemporary Nurse Education in a Research Intensive UK University’

Abstract

Contemporary nurse education is influenced, determined and governed by two of the largest social institutions in the UK, namely: Healthcare and Education. Both institutions have different principles and norms which govern the behaviours of those working within. Thus students learn about nursing through the application of  academic understanding and experience within practice (healthcare settings); with the underpinning purpose of pre-registration education  to prepare nurses who are ‘fit-for-practice’ - to deliver effective patient care within contemporary healthcare systems and ‘fit-for-purpose’, that is, provide students with higher-order intellectual skills (the knowledgeable-doer) and the abilities for life-long learning (Nursing and Midwifery Council, NMC, 2008). Empirical and anecdotal evidence however suggests that at the point of registration newly qualified nurses are not fit to practice independently and require a further period of support and supervision (DoH, 1999). A Foucauldian lens has been used for this exploratory case study; which aims to discover: What kind of nursing subjectivity is being produced or evoked by the practices of mental health nurse education within a research intensive university in the UK in the first part of the twentieth century? And, how do students construct their professional subjectivity, develop criticality and learn to practice competently?  

12 mental health nurse students at the end of their three-year course will be interviewed to explore how individual students construct subjectivity and produce themselves as nurses. Eight academic staff and eight practice mentors will be interviewed to gain an in-depth understanding of the different pedagogical cultures that influence and shape the construction of the nurse subject.

References:
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· Helen Frost

Title

‘Reconceptualising Higher Education marketing: a participative action research study of the potential of social media to produce ‘hot knowledge’ for non-traditional students’
Abstract

As part of UK universities’ adoption of business approaches to their operations, marketing strategies are employed to aid recruitment. The research will compare and contrast corporate marketing messages with alternative accounts of universities in the public domain including user-generated content within internet-based social media. Reader Respone Theory provides a conceptual framework with which to analyse text, corresponance and visual content from a reader’s point of view which may be at variance with an author’s intent.  I am particularly interested in how non-traditional students interpret corporate and user-generated information, and the potential influence of social media in lieu of experiential advice from family and friends, known as ‘hot knowledge’ (Ball & Vincent, 1998). Through a methodology of participative action research I will present alternative marketing messages based on how non-traditional students perceive themselves at university, and the content they would chose to represent their information needs.  

· Octavia Harris

Title

‘Academic voice and writer identity: pedagogical tools to develop criticality in students Masters’ dissertations’

Abstract

The aim of this research is to explore how to develop criticality in students Masters’ dissertation writing. Critical thinking is an important assessment criterion across disciplines in higher education. Yet students find it difficult to demonstrate this in their writing. Two approaches will be adopted to develop criticality. Barnett’s (1997) multidimensional model of criticality will be used to develop criticality in areas of critical reason, critical-self reflection and critical action. Also, work from the academic literacies tradition that emphasises academic voice and writer identity will be employed to design pedagogy for academic voice and writer identity. It is proposed that implementation and evaluation of pedagogy will develop student criticality in a way that will be reflected in their writing. The methodological approach is action research of three cycles over a 12 month period. Cycle one is designing the pedagogy to be applied to six students over a nine month period. Cycle two will involve conducting a focus group, carrying out pre-dissertation pedagogical activities in the classroom and assigning written tasks to students followed by tutorials and written feedback. Cycle three will involve reading drafts of dissertations and providing tutorials and written feedback over a three month period. Semi-structured interviews and a second focus group will be held at the end of the 12 month period.  Data collection will be in the form of recorded tutorials and focus groups and transcripts of students’ written work.  It is hoped that this research will develop criticality in students Masters’ dissertation writing as a result of pedagogy academic voice and writer identity.

· Lisa Haynes

Title

‘A Case Study of Transformative UK HE Learning and Teaching Spaces’

Abstract

In the context of the inherent tensions within universities operating in neoliberal conditions, the focus of my study is the pedagogical grounding and architecture for a select number of UK HE learning and teaching spaces that have been conceived along different lines than mainstream design. These spaces have been inspired by and modelled on alternative pedagogies. I am interested in finding out how selected lecturers’ conceptualisations of alternative pedagogies are transformed into actual learning and teaching spaces on UK university campuses, and how their theorisations and interpretations of pedagogy shape practices of learning and teaching. Using a case study of three sites as my methodology, I explore the experiences and perceptions of lecturers as change agents and of the student users of the alternative spaces. Using a Marxist-conflict lens and drawing on a range of work regarding critical pedagogy, in particular Ira Shor, I develop a normative framework for evaluating the design and effects of these spaces. I suggest that certain aspects of the spaces and practices do not align with the normative framework and this gap between the theory and the real world provokes interesting questions. I argue that it is important to understand why and how these tensions exist to consider how pedagogical practice and learning and teaching spaces could influence the wider policy to improve learning and teaching in universities.

· Fran Maplethorpe

Title

‘The effects of Pre-Registration Mental Health Nurse Education on students’ beliefs about people experiencing mental health problems’

Abstract

The aim of this case study is to chart whether student nurses’ beliefs about people experiencing mental health problems change over their three year Pre-registration Mental Health Nurse education. The three-year Pre-Registration Nursing Course which will be the focus of the study is underpinned by the CNO Best Practice Competences and Capabilities for Pre-Registration Mental Health Nurses in England. This document emphases the fostering, during the education of mental health nurses, a culture of respect for people suffering mental health problems. The study aims to investigate whether the goal is achieved. A cohort of approximately 20 mental health students will be invited to participate in this study. The CAMI questionnaire (Taylor and Dear 1981), field notes of taught sessions, two focus groups and semi-structured interviews, will be employed to explore: the students’ belief at the start of their education, whether these beliefs change during their education and why, and if unhelpful beliefs persist, what appear to be the barriers to change.
· Robert Pearson
Title

‘Ruptures and continuities in the formation of academic identities’: A case study of two UK HEIs 2011-2012

Abstract

In 2010 the UK Government undertook a comprehensive spending review that heralded cuts of 80% of government funding for teaching within universities.  The focus of my research is the impact of those cuts on the sector, and more specifically on academic identity. Through in-depth interviews of academics from two case study institutions I will seek to understand the factors that constitute the identity of academics working in ‘the age of austerity’.  Using the structuration approach of Anthony Giddens as a sensitising device, I will investigate the relationship between structure and agency in the formation of academic identity within this environment.  In particular I will investigate how in contemporary socio-political circumstances academic identity is shaped by policy and by the relationship of academics with mediators of current policy, such as university administrators.  It is anticipated that the research outcomes will include implications for how we understand current education policy and its impact on the core work of universities.
